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VIVA AFRICA!

THE MYRIAD TEXTURES AND WARM COLOURS OF AFRICA ARE THE
ULTIMATE TRIUMPH IN THE SOOMN-TO-BE-LAUNCHED COMRAMN AFRICA
RANGE FOR WOOLWORTHS. SEBASTIAN COMNRAM REVEALS HOW HE

ARRIVED AT ITS STYUSH ‘AFRO-MOD" LOOK

Wa're parficulardy thrilled thot Sebostion Conran has collaborated with local designers on Woolies” latest,
nFInrlr.ﬂ, the eponymous Conran Africa range. [s i becouse he's on inlemafional, oword-winning holshel? Mo Ls i

because ha's our ELLE DECO SONVE Awaands Judge® Mol really, So then whiy are we s inbersdted wiiin o Londen base
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Becouse the unmikigaled sbar here is, of course, Alrica ikself. And more parfic

Conran Alnes ranga |.;_|-_- CeBT 5.:._::'-:_'-'_-:;| n Abrico and is founded on ethecal and sushainable :_I:_-!.n;__p. PIRCIDRE. 18w
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is no stranger to lacal shores. Ha first come out here in 2002 o5 o judge ond pariner in DECO's SOIVE Awords
Event - and hos been back every year since, for “the buzz of Joburg and the view from Table Mounsain

Conran Africo coma about, Sebastian says, whan be ‘was at the SOLVE Design Awards in Joburg as the Design
Indaba was going on. Woolworths approodhed Terence ot the Indaba... | come out bo see fem o monm kier, was
imprassed by the Covendish siore and sent them o proposd o collaborate an Mis ronge’

‘Wincherths usualhy works with eshoblished, large manubschurers, and hane 0 new opportundy easled 1o suggarn
small businesses and give thern o nofonwide platfform. Says Julio Shingler, heod of Woohwaorths Homeware (roup
Wi wera delighted when Sebostian shored his ideas with us. The Conran Alrica range is more thon just o range
i

of beoutiful products, it creates opportunities for wanderfully falented, small locol manuiocturers and designers. The

designers and crafters in this ronge cover the length and breadth of southern Alrica, and we are very proud of
the foct that 94 percent of the produdt is manulochred locally

Selbosticn look on the role of creative direchor, which invelved spending ‘o good hew wees seeking inspirahor
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eraflers ko produce cerfoin products ond of chher sioges he collabarated dis

The e ilk ng ronge i P Inspared by tradifions iribal ar '-.'I- WH, pan through moc

ety wilh kooods o

and part thraugh contemparary Alrican dasign.’ Naturally, the ‘basic Conran walues ot inggiral osgirational
accessibla, simple ond prodicol were alse incorporated

Inherestingly, octing as Conran Abrica’s ereative directer has influsnced Sebastion’s ather work = a borfuitous side

effect that is parfactly undarsiendable to us South Alricans, Africa hos affessed his designs ‘in ma
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a subliminal level, The process of visiting the suppliers and makers wos reclly moving', So that in i

wakits this landmark collechion. B is one thak i3 o




